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Mark Your Calendar 

12/23! Full Day of School ***!!
12/24 Vacation Begins!!
1/4! Welcome Back!!
1/7! PTO Meeting, 7:00 pm!!!
***  Note: December 23rd is a full day of 
school. The earlier version of the district 
calendar listed it as an early release day. To see the 
complete district calendar, click here.

Vinal Newsletter 

Pre-School Lottery Registration"
Norwell Public Schools is accepting registrations for community preschoolers for the 2016-2017 
Preschool Lottery. The Preschools, located at Cole  & Vinal School, are integrated programs for 3 and 
4 year olds both with and without disabilities. !

Community preschoolers  serve as peer models for students with disabilities, these students should be 
toilet trained and  display developmentally appropriate speech and language skills, social skills, and play 
skills. !

Space is limited. During the 2015-2016 school year community preschoolers were charged a fee to attend 
the program ($2,475/year for 3 year olds for 3 mornings/week and ($3,300/year for 4 year olds for 4 
afternoons/week). This fee may increase next year. A student who enters the program as a community 
student is entitled to remain until he/she reaches school age. Please visit our web site 
www.norwellschools.org and click on Instructional Services/Early Childhood Education/Pre K Lottery to 
submit a registration form. The registration period is through 1/25/2016. The lottery will be held 
January 26, 2016. 

Due to the shortened school week, 

there will not be a newsletter next 

week. 

All of the staff and faculty of the 

Vinal School wish you and your 

family a very Happy Holiday Season 

and best wishes for a Wonderful New 

Year!

http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/1/2015-16SchoolCalendar-Revised%206-23-15.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/1/2015-16SchoolCalendar-Revised%206-23-15.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org
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Norwell Middle School Band and Chorus Visit"
Thursday we were lucky to have the Middle School Band and Chorus perform their winter 
concert for us.  It was great to see some of our former students and friends. They did a fantastic 
job getting all of us in the spirit.  Thanks, NMS!

1000 Book Club"
This coming March, both elementary schools will kick off a 1000 Book 
Club for preschool and kindergarten students with the goal of having our 
students read 1000 books by the end of kindergarten.  We are currently 
working to fill Vinal's 100 bags (10 books in each bag) with gently used books for 
preschool and kindergarten students. If you have any early childhood books (ages 3-8) to donate to 
our 1000 Book Club, please drop them off at Vinal School’s office.

Winter Guidance Notes"
As we prepare for 2016, there are many exciting things taking place at Vinal School. Our district-
wide guidance staff is collaborating in order support our students via Norwell Tiered Systems of 
Support (NTSS) - Social/Emotional. We are looking forward to providing increased support for 
our students throughout 2016!!

Our annual Grade 5 “Puberty Night” is scheduled for Thursday, January 21, 2016 (Boys 
- 7pm, Girls - 8pm) at Norwell Middle School. The evening is designed to support parents 
and students crossing the bridge to adolescence. NMS guidance counselors Nancy Sifflard and 
Lisa Sailer do a remarkable job welcoming our grade 5 students and making the evening as 
comfortable as possible. There will be a more formal notification sent home on January 4th.!

Enjoy the warm weather and have a Happy Holiday season!!

Yours-!

Timothy E. Lewis - Guidance Counselor!
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Community Meeting:"
Vinal School Gives Back Initiative to"

the Norwell Food Pantry"
This month our Community Meeting was hosted by fifth grade.  The students decided to implement a new 
idea:  Fifth Grade Community Service.  To kick-off it off, they organized a Food Pantry Drive.  They asked 
each grade to donate specific items that the Norwell Food Pantry requested for the winter.  Children and 
families were incredibly generous!  Miss Alicia from the Food Pantry joined our meeting to thank everyone for 
their donations.  This month’s meeting and group work is an excellent example of putting into action one of the 
statements in Vinal School’s mission:  to be “more active and responsible contributors to their families and 
community”. Thank you for leading this, 5th grade!!

Vinal Gear is here and ready for pick up Monday, 12/21!  Items will 
be handed out Monday before school from 8:45-9:15 in the cafeteria as 
well as at dismissal from 2:30-3:30.  Whatever orders that aren’t picked up 
will be sent home with students on Tuesday.  

The bags of donated items

Demonstrating the 

“peace greeting:” 

for the school

The Pledge of Allegiance Introducing the theme and listing the items donated
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Winter Wonderland in Pre-K"
’Tis the season for all ages to get into the spirit of fun.  Our youngest students in Mrs. Flynn’s Pre-K were 
no exception when they and their parents worked on fun projects this week.

Vinal’s Got Talent! "
Sign up forms are in, performances are being perfected, and plans are being made for the annual 
Vinal School Talent Show. The show will be held on Friday, January 22rd at 6:30 pm in the High 
School Auditorium. Tickets will be on sale in January.  !

Please email with any questions: vinaltalentshow@norwellschools.org.  

Great Debate in 4th Grade"
Our 4th graders read “Shiloh” by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor this fall.  On Friday, they debated the moral and 
ethical situations found in the novel.  On hand to judge were some on Norwell’s “favorite judges”, Dr. 
James Labillios, Executive Director for Instruction, Dr. Nicole Pedro, Vinal Literacy 
Specialist, Tracy Riordan, Assistant Principal, Curriculum and Michael Tinker, Elementary  

Instructional Technology Teacher.  Well done, 4th grade!!

mailto:vinal.talentshow@norwellschools.org
mailto:vinal.talentshow@norwellschools.org
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Vinal Vernacular Term of the Week

Rubric - A rubric is typically an evaluation tool or set of guidelines used to promote the consistent 
application of learning expectations, learning objectives, or learning standards in the classroom, or to 
measure their attainment against a consistent set of criteria. In instructional settings, rubrics clearly 
define academic expectations for students and help to ensure consistency in the evaluation of academic 
work from student to student, assignment to assignment, or course to course. Rubrics are also used as 
scoring instruments to determine grades or the degree to which learning standards have been 
demonstrated or attained by students.!

Rubrics may take many forms, but they typically include the following information:!

The educational purpose of an assignment, the rationale behind it, or how it connects to larger 
concepts or themes in a course.!

The specific criteria or learning objectives that students must show proficiency in to successfully 
complete an assignment or meet expected standards. !

The specific quality standards the teacher will use when evaluating, scoring, or grading an 
assignment. !

Since rubrics are used to establish a consistent set of learning expectations that all students need to 
demonstrate, they may also be used by school leaders and teachers as a way to maintain consistency and 
objectivity when teaching or assessing learning across grade levels, courses, or assignments. While some 
schools give individual teachers the discretion to create and use their own rubrics, other schools utilize 
“common rubrics” or “common assessments” to promote greater consistency in the application and 
evaluation of learning throughout a school. In most cases, common rubrics are collaboratively developed 
by a school faculty, academic department, or team.!

!
* The Glossary of Education Reform - http://edglossary.org/"

http://edglossary.org/
http://edglossary.org/


What is Close Reading?"
A significant body of research links the close reading of complex text—whether the student is a struggling reader or advanced—to 
significant gains in reading proficiency and finds close reading to be a key component of college and career readiness. (Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers, 2011, p. 7)"

Essentially, close reading means reading to uncover layers of meaning that lead to deep comprehension.  

Close, analytic reading stresses engaging with a text of sufficient complexity directly and examining meaning thoroughly and 
methodically, encouraging students to read and reread deliberately. Directing student attention on the text itself empowers students to 
understand the central ideas and key supporting details. It also enables students to reflect on the meanings of individual words and 
sentences; the order in which sentences unfold; and the development of ideas over the course of the text, which ultimately leads students 
to arrive at an understanding of the text as a whole. (PARCC, 2011, p. 7)"

Close reading is thoughtful, critical analysis of a text that focuses on significant details or patterns in 
order to develop a deep, precise understanding of the text’s form, craft, meanings, etc. It is a key 
requirement of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and directs the reader’s attention to the text 
itself.  

Close reading includes:  !

✦ Using short passages and excerpts  !
✦ Diving right into the text with limited pre-reading activities  !
✦ Focusing on the text itself  !
✦ Rereading deliberately  !
✦ Reading with a pencil  !
✦ Noticing things that are confusing!
✦ Responding to text-dependent questions   !
✦ Discussing the text with others !

✦ Small groups and whole class  !
✦ Think-Pair Share or Turn and Talk frequently!!

While the goal for students is to read complex texts independently, not all students will be able to achieve that 
immediately. Scaffolding instruction is a model in which the teacher supports students and gradually releases 
responsibility to the student. Pearson and Gallagher (1983) coined this term based on the 1970’s work of Vygotsky. A 
key model in scaffolding instruction is the Gradual Release of Responsibility. In this model, the teacher begins by 
modeling, offering students the highest level of support. As instruction continues and the teacher monitors students’ 
learning progress, he/she gradually releases responsibility to the students, guiding students’ progress and eventually 
observing as they practice the skill independently (Pearson and Gallagher, 1983). !

✦ An example lesson of a third grade close reading lesson can be found here. !

✦ An example of close reading during an interactive read aloud for grades K - 2 can be found here.!

✦ An example lesson of a fifth grade close reading lesson can be found here.  !

!
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https://vimeo.com/89001348
https://vimeo.com/55950927
https://vimeo.com/40953462
https://vimeo.com/89001348
https://vimeo.com/55950927
https://vimeo.com/40953462


PARENTAL INTERNET /WiFi SECURITY 
WORKSHOP 

All participants receive an internet appliance with 
Parental controls. This workshop is geared to the 
"non-technical" user.!

Jan 20 - MORNING SESSION at 
NorwellTown Office Building-Osborne 
Room,  10am-noon 

Jan 20 - AFTERNOON SESSION at Norwell 
Middle School Community Room,  7-9pm 

!
!

The Red Apple Program 

   Please consider donating to the Norwell 
Education Foundation’s Red Apple Program this 
holiday season! This program gives parents and 
other community members the opportunity to 
make contributions to the Norwell Education 
Foundation in honor of a teacher, coach, 
administrator or staff member in the Norwell 
Public School system. 

   Donors can make contributions of any amount 
in three ways: complete the form below and 
return it in your child’s backpack, contribute 
through the website at www.norwelledfound.org, 
or download, complete and mail in the donation 
form with a check. Donors will receive a 
confirmation letter for their charitable, tax-
deductible, contribution. No contribution is too 
small and there is no upper limit. Individuals 
honored will receive a formal note celebrating the 
contribution made in his/her name to the NEF. 
This note will include the name of the donor with 
a personal message of gratitude. It will not 
include the amount of the donation made. The 
formal notes will be delivered to the school 
mailboxes of recipients by a member of the 
Norwell Education Foundation.  

All contributions will go directly to grants that 
support creative, innovative and rigorous ideas 
designed and implemented by teachers within 
the Norwell Public Schools. Please consider 
celebrating the efforts of a special teacher, 
coach, administrator or staff member with a Red 
Apple this holiday season! 

Questions regarding this program can be sent to: 
Christina Kane 
christina_kane@hotmail.com 
781-856-2819 

Happy Holidays from the Norwell Boyscouts! 

NORWELL  BOY SCOUTS ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS TREE PICK UP 

Saturday, JANUARY 9th, 2016 

!
To arrange a pickup, please contact the troop via at 
call 781-204-0055.  !

Please include your name, address in Norwell, and an 
email address for confirmation.!
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